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A 
s we wrap up our first semester of IB at CHS, 

I would like to take this time to reiterate why 

I feel an IB education is so valuable.  I have 

had the pleasure of observing our students and teach-

ers embarking on an amazing journey together, one 

that will last a lifetime.  The first class of IB kids to go 

through Campus is very unique in its makeup of dif-

ferent personalities, family backgrounds, and future 

goals.  Here are the top seven reasons kids should 

appreciate an IB education: 

1.  It provides academic breadth and 

depth as well as developing independ-

ent learners and strong writers.  Our 

students are now required to understand 

their subjects at a much deeper level than 

they have in the past.  It is fascinating to hear 

students say, “I really need to understand the 

materials, so I can be ready to take the IB ex-

am” vs. just being able to do well enough to 

“make a grade”.  Our students understand 

that their teachers are no longer the only 

means of gathering knowledge, and they are 

seeking out multiple resources to understand 

the material at a more in-depth level.  Writing 

has become a regular part of each course and 

this will continue to be the case over the two 

year span of IB.  Reflective thinking is the 

norm and enhances the students’ mastery of 

their learning. 

2.  IB assesses more than examination 

techniques.  Our students are assessed in 

multiple ways be it reflective writing, group 

activities, or oral presentation.  Students truly 

need to acquire the knowledge rather than 

regurgitate information for a multiple choice 

test.  Students will have completed their first 

“internally assessed” marks for IB by the end 

of this semester through the individual oral 

presentations (IOP) in their literature class. 

3. IB students develop time management 

skills.  Our students are expected to be well-

rounded individuals who are involved in 
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many activities both in and out of school.  Students 

are finding out just how much time is required to be 

successful in IB.  Not only are kids keeping up with 

their regular class work, but they are balancing CAS 

activities, group 4 projects, math studies papers, and 

getting ready for IOP’s.  This 

takes commitment and persever-

ance in order to make it work.  

The skills developed through the 

program are life-long skills that 

will benefit our students in both college and life. 

4. Colleges value students with academic prepa-

ration that goes beyond the classroom.  In visit-

ing with a number of colleges, I have found how valued 

an IB education is amongst university admissions offic-

es.  Beyond the academically rigorous curriculum 

found in IB, all students participate in TOK, CAS, and 

complete an extended essay.  These core requirements 

of IB help create students who are ready to jump into 

the world of academia at the university level.   IB grad-

uates regularly report that their first years of college 

are easy compared to their last two years of high 

school. 

5. IB cultivates an international mindset.  Study-

ing subjects from different cultural perspectives allows 

students to see themselves as a member of a global 

community which helps them see their own culture 

differently.   This intentional focus on international 

mindedness is central to the IB program and its mis-

sion.  Students study wars from another countries per-

spectives, they look at how business in our country im-

pacts the rest of the world,  they focus on issues of glob-

al significance through their group 4 projects, 

and discuss multiple aspects of our common hu-

manity in TOK. 

6.    IB encourages critical thinking.  Stu-

dents are asked to function at the highest levels of 

bloom’s taxonomy of thinking.  Analysis, synthesis and 

evaluation are regular occurrences in IB classes as 

these are the expectation for IB assessment.  Students 

learn to ask questions in order to reach levels of deep 

understanding as students in IB classrooms can no 

longer be uninvolved bystanders. 

7. IB students become a family.  The most unique 

experience I have witnessed this semester is the rela-

tionships that form between students and teachers who 

are involved in the IB program.  Learning is taking 

place as a community and not only as individuals.  

Classroom discussions are carrying over to other clas-

ses as well as outside of school.  Students are very 

proud of what they are accomplishing and the hard 

work they are putting in to school. 

I have been extremely impressed with the growth I see in our 

students in just a few months.  The types of conversations they 
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“IB students  
become a family.” 

Getting the IB Diploma is our  

ultimate goal... 

Being the first batch of students to join the IB 

Program at Campus, 49% of the Class of 2015 

is worried about not receiving the IB Diplo-

ma. However, as they walk further in this 

journey, some responses may be different. 

Let's see how the numbers change in later 

publications! 



Some of you may be confused on what to ex-

pect in IB, here are responses to some of the 

questions that prospective IB-ers have asked 

us. 

Which do you feel is better: taking 

TOK as a class or as a seminar? 

   Take TOK as a class if you are involved in 

many clubs or sports, you will miss many op-

portunities taking TOK in seminar. However, 

if you want two electives, TOK seminar is the 

choice for you. 

How do you keep your classes from 

becoming too much to handle? 

   The one answer any IB kid will tell you — 

don’t procrastinate! Classes will become easi-

er to handle as you get used to scheduling 

your time properly 

Is it difficult to have a job while doing 

IB and extra curricular activities? 

   It will be difficult depending on how many 

hours you have. You can still be capable of 

doing just as well as long as your hours are 

minimal. 

How can you manage your CAS activi-

ties better? 

   Always plan your ideas and activities ahead 

of time. Make sure you set goals in addition to 

meeting the 8 outcomes.  

How do the SL and HL classes work? 

   While SL classes are still difficult, they do 

not go as in depth on topics as HL classes do. 

Some SL classes end after one year and will 

require you to take an IB exam at the end of 

that year while the HL exams are after two 

years.  

How much homework do you usually 

have each night and how often do you 

have tests or quizzes? 

   Two to three hours. We have tests and quiz-

zes about every other week in each subject 

and a major Visual Arts project accompanied 

by 20 workbook pages a month. Don’t worry, 

they won’t be overwhelming because two or 

more IB tests will never fall on the same day 

(i.e. you won’t have to cram Chemistry AND 

History at the same time).  

Can you keep taking Spanish if you 

already know the language? 

   If you are a native speaker of Spanish, you 

will have to take IB French Ab Initio (Latin 

for ‘beginning’). If you have taken two years 

of Spanish so far, then you can advance to IB 

Spanish SL .  

Are the teachers good with under-

standing any questions you have 

about any assignment or things you 

don’t understand? 

   All of the IB teachers are happy to help with 

students’ questions and many are available 

afterschool to help as well. Some teachers, 

such as Mrs. Robert and Mrs. Owens, even set 

aside a weekend day once a month for stu-

dents to come in and work on projects or as-

signments. 

Do you have to be smart to be success-

ful in IB, or do you have to be a good 

thinker? 

   Be a good thinker. It helps to make connec-

tions and think in broader perspectives. It’s 

also good to be dedicated. If you try hard in 

class and ask questions when you don’t un-

derstand, you will succeed.  

Is it fun to be in IB besides the work? 

   Yes, the IB family does everything from tak-

ing trips to colleges to doing ropes courses. 

You will find yourselves wanting to talk to 

those people about a lot of things.  

What is your favorite thing about IB? 

   Being around people who know what you’re 

through. You will find yourselves collaborat-

ing often to work through assignments and 

thus building good relationships with your 

fellow IB-ers. 

Are you glad that you joined IB? 

   Yes. You may think that we’re lying but it 

feels good to challenge ourselves. As learners, 

we should all try to improve, and IB gives you 

an opportunity to know how you’re doing on 

an international level. 

AND answered by our special guest, Shirly 

If you could go back in time, knowing 

what you know now, would you still 
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With education, you 

can succeed in any 

field you like, with 

good work ethic and 

determination. - Beni 

What is one thing 

you would change 

about the American 

I believe... 

I would change art 

class to a core class 

because right now our 

creativity is limited in 

school. - Madison 

Intelligence shouldn’t 

be determined through 

standardized tests. - 

Melissa Tran 

How would you de-

scribe your way of life 

in one word?  

Aspiring. - Travis  

Diffenbaugh  

Passionate. - Kenzie 

Balthazor 

Ask IB  Responses 
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IB Visual Arts isn't your 

normal art class. Students 

in this course engage in ex-

tensive individual research 

based on their own themes. These investigations are recorded 

and analyzed in their Workbooks and serve as the stepping 

stones to the major projects produced each month, some of 

which are highlighted here. 

A lot of artists struggle with giving meaning to their works. IB Visual Arts take you beyond 

your skills and requires you to make your artwork mean something. Like the examples 

shown here, most of the IB artworks conveys a message.  

IB ELECTIVE HIGHLIGHT: 

        VISUAL ARTS 
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“Musical Freedom” 

by Gibson Combs 

“I  got the inspiration for 

this project when I was 

studying segregation in 

America. The drawing is of 

a man who is oppressed. He 

uses music as an outlet. The 

paint and the birds coming 

from his head represents his 

feeling of freedom.” 

“Trees that Motivate” 

by Steven Lam 

“M y theme is trees and 

how they affect us. My art 

project was a straw-blown 

cherry blossom tree. The tree 

was used to motivate Japa-

nese soldiers in World War II 

so I tried to show the beauty 

of the tree in my artwork. I 

was inspired by a YouTube 

video by xRevVokE.” 

“The Circles of Life” 

by Heather Braden 

“T his piece is about the 

emptiness felt by people. 

Even when everything else is 

filled, there is something 

missing.” 



Teachers have gone through a lot of training in 

order to make our school an IB school. Mrs. 

Brazill,  Mr. Meier, and Mr. Painter sat down to 

talk about their thoughts: 

What do you like and dislike about IB? 

M: I like the students...and I dislike the stu-

dents. They have very high expectations so I 

like that aspect. But, I think they’re not as real-

istic as they should be in terms of the effort that 

needs to be put into classes. 

P: The students value education and I don’t 

have to worry about discipline. I guess what I 

like about teaching IB is challenging kids and 

actually getting to teach. I dislike the high ex-

pectations because it gets stressful. 

What characteristics do IB students have that 

differ from normal students? 

B: IB students are willing to, respectfully, ques-

tion everything. I appreciate that in TOK stu-

dents have quickly adapted from wanting to be 

told the answer to being willing to seek the an-

swer. IB students are not extremely different 

from all other students, they are students who 

are willing to take risks, and motivated to do 

great things, I appreciate that.  

What should students know coming into IB? 

P: That they’re going to work hard and the way 

on which the classes are held is different from 

what they’re used to. There’s also a lot of inde-

pendent thinking...no one will tell them what to 

think and how to think.  

How beneficial is IB? 

M: I would say it’s very beneficial. It opens a lot 

of doors in terms of whatever you want to do 

you can do it if you follow all the way through 

with IB. 

P: I think that’s to be seen since we’ve just 

started. But looking at the others and see what 

colleges they send their kids to, I think it’s go-

ing to be hugely beneficial. 

B: There is no limit to how beneficial IB can be. 

Just like anything else, it is going to give you 

the tools to be successful. However, how each 

individual applies what he/she learns will be 

the deciding factor in “how beneficial” IB is to 

him/her.  

How do you help your students stay on track? 

B: In my class I think the best way to stay on 

track is to participate. Therefore, my class is 

predominantly student led. I hope this helps 

keep students motivated and on-track. 

M: I help to keep them focus in terms of read-

ing guides. I give them options and then it’s 

their choice. 

P: I think a lot of IB should be self-managed. I 

don’t think I should be over your shoulder. It’s 

a skill that you should already have, not that it 

doesn’t need to be developed. I ask questions to 
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How are imagination 

and science related? 

You imagine some-

thing and prove that it 

can happen with sci-

ence. - Jerimiah Robert 

What is the definition 

of family? 

Family is defined by 

someone who is loyal 

to you  & your choices, 

& supports you no 

matter what. - Tony 

To you, how im-

portant is creativity? 

Creativity is very im-

portant because it’s 

what separates you 

from others. - Cole 

How do you stay 

well balanced? 

I stay well balanced by 

standing at a 180 de-

gree angle while rotat-

ing my hips. - Johnle 

Current IB students were selected to participate 

in an interview to see how they are fairing in IB. 

Being the first ones to enter the IB Program at 

Campus, a lot of these students had no idea what 

IB would be like. IB is a rigorous program for 

motivated students all around the world. It’s not 

going to be like any of your normal classes.  

Many agree that IB is a lot of work and requires a 

lot of commitment. Olyvia Crum tells us, 

“Everyone is going to say it’s hard, 

just work through it.” These stu-

dents have approximately 2-3 

hours of homework every night 

and the hardest class for a lot of 

them is Chemistry (some students have never 

taken this class). An advice that should always be 

stressed for those that are interested in IB: “Don’t 

procrastinate and get work done ASAP; use your 

time wisely,” says Melissa Tran.  

“I worry about not getting the Diploma,” Alonso 

Acosta says. Everything that IB students learn in 

two years will all need to come back to them for 

the exams at the end of those years.  

Besides the work, there is also CAS. Many didn't 

realize the importance of CAS and the hours that 

were involved. If you don’t get all of your CAS 

hours, you don’t pass IB. IB stresses the im-

portance of being a well-rounded student and 

completing CAS will ensure that.  

However hard IB may seem at the 

start—oh what am I saying? It will 

always be hard. But, you will find 

comfort in the people around you. 

While being with the same people in almost every 

class is boring to a few of us, it is something that 

almost everyone likes about IB. IB students form 

a close community and it’s always nice to be 

around people that are going through the same 

“Everyone is going to 

say it’s hard, just 

work through it.”  

Special thanks to Aaron Van-ness, Melissa Tran, Alonso Acosta, Courtney Terrell, Olyvia Crum, 

Erica Khan, and Rayna Robert for their inputs! 

Thoughts of the IB-ers 

Thoughts of the Teachers 



COLLEGE CORNER 

Grinnell is a private institution 

that is set in a rural environment 

of Grinnell, Iowa. The tuition is 

$43,656, with an acceptance rate 

of 36.3%. Grinnell is IB friendly, 

though the credits are only award-

ed with Higher Level exam scores. 

The credits received will be count-

ed as Divisional credits rather than 

Major credits. From Campus, clas-

ses that will be given credits are 

Chemistry, English, History, 

French, and Spanish. 

IB prepares you for college and often, with an IB Diploma, you can go almost anywhere you want to. IB students 

are well-rounded and develop very good work ethics. However, choosing the right college is hard because a lot of 

us worry that those two years of hard work will be in vain if the colleges we want to go to offers no rewards for 

IB. To start off, we would like to introduce our State colleges and how they recognize IB.  

 Megan Brown 

Elective Highlights reporter 

 Vy Le 

Main Journalist and Designer 

 Rachel Reese 

Twitter Feed Columnist 

 Timberly Sen 

College Corner Columnist and 

Photographer 

 Binh Vo 

Interviewer 

 

IB Corner Newsletter Team  
Campus High School 

2100 West 55th Street South 

Wichita, KS 67217 

Main Office: 316-554-2236 

Fax: 316-554-2241 

Counseling Office: 516-5514-2240 

Fax: 316-554-2247 

University of Kansas (KU) is a 

public institution set in an urban 

environment, located in Law-

rence. The in-state tuition of KU 

is $10,107 (not including the 

room and board), having a 92.3% 

acceptance rate. It recognizes the 

IB diploma and rewards credit 

hours depending the exam scores 

received. Credits can be given for 

IB classes here at Campus, includ-

ing Art, Biology, Chemistry, Eng-

lish, Mathematics, History, and 

Foreign Languages. 

University of Tulsa is a private in-

stitution set in an urban environ-

ment, located in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Its tuition is $33, 702 and its ac-

ceptance rate is about 40.7%, 

which is less than half of the stu-

dents that apply! It recognizes the 

IB diploma and  awards credit 

hours depending on the scores re-

ceived. This university may also 

give credit hours to those without 

the Diploma, but only with exam 

scores five and above in most cas-

es. 


