
LANGUAGE PHILOSOPHY: 

Because language is the center point to learning, all Campus High School faculty members are 

committed to providing students from a variety of backgrounds with a quality education through 

effective development of language and communication skills. Students learn as they develop and 

apply effective listening skills, strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate works from a 

variety of cultures and times, while utilizing effective research strategies.  

 

Campus High School values the impact that a student’s competence in their first language has on 

not only their education but in the development of their personal identity, international 

understanding, and the competency of a second language. Thus the learning of language is so 

fundamental that all teachers develop it throughout the curriculum. Through language, our 

students acquire the ability to think and to learn, to develop social skills and values, and to 

acquire knowledge. Campus High School recognizes the importance of a second language to 

enforce the awareness and sensitivity to other cultures and diversity.   

 

CURRENT PRACTICES: 

It is the mission of Campus High School “to prepare students to be life-long learners and 

responsible, contributing citizens in a changing world.”  Education is the great equalizer of our 

society, and the promotion and development of language and communication skills are vital to 

the success of our students.  Already in place are strategies that seek to increase students’ 

competence with language such as the use of the Literacy First program focusing on vocabulary 

building and standardizing lesson planning. Our library/media center gives students access to a 

wealth of resources, computers and literature. The library/media center is currently increasing its 

access to resources in languages other than English to help with our learning direction. Students 

have access to the library/media center throughout the day and before and after school for 

extended times.  

 

Parents are in a unique position to be the base of support for their child’s learning. It is our goal 

to engage parents in their child’s academic development by ensuring lines of communication 

remain open between parents and staff.  Involving parents will help to increase the child’s 

success in understanding language and its importance. 



 

 

ENGLISH AS THE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: 

The language of instruction at Campus High School is English and is based on an integrated and 

vertical teaming curriculum through all grade levels.  Students will study at least one language 

other than English. Students can choose to take their Language B course in Spanish.  French and 

German are offered as elective courses outside of the Diploma Programme.  

 

ENGLISH AS SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ESL): 

ESL students are those who have language backgrounds other than English and are learners of 

English as their second language at school. These include but are not limited to students from 

Latin American countries with varying degrees of English competency and varying groups of 

Asian students.  Most parents of these students do not speak English, or if they do, only as a 

means of communication with those who do not speak their home language. We believe these 

students should also have equal access to all opportunities at Campus including the Diploma 

Programme. We ensure that once identification has taken place, the necessary support, including 

an ESL support staff and adoption of teaching and learning strategies that accommodate for their 

linguistic and cultural differences, will take place. 

 

DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (DP) 

In the Diploma Programme we ensure students an opportunity to study their A1 language --

English. We are firmly committed to emphasizing the skills of reading, writing, listening, 

speaking, and the study of literature. It is for these reasons Campus is offering Language A1 at 

the Higher Level only and includes the opportunity to study world literature.  The opportunity to 

study texts in translation will not only provide insight that will enhance intercultural awareness 

and understanding, but also offer an appreciation of their language’s history and its cultural 

context. 

 

Note 
Parts of this document are established Campus High School policies, modifications of several policies currently used at International 
School at Dundee, Trinity Grammar School, Luanda International School, and Central High School of St. Joseph, MO, as well as the 

IB Diploma Programme assessment Principles and practice. 

 


