Friday, December 1— 1st—5th grades will be going to Koch Arena for a basketball game. They will
leave our building at 10:30am and return at 2:15pm.
Monday, December 4— Chick-fil-A night from 5:00—7:00pm at the Chick-Fil-A in Derby.
Tuesday, December 12— PTO skate party from 6:00-8:00pm at Roller City.
Thursday, December 14— Band/Orchestra concert in the gym at 9:30am.
Friday, December 15— Christmas parties from 3:00—3:340pm .
Tuesday, December 19— Sing-a-Long in the gym at 2:3-pm.
Wednesday, December 20—Wednesday, January 3—Christmas (winter) break.

Thursday, January 4—Students return to school. School hours are 8:25—3:50.
Parents,

As you know, Ruth Clark Elementary is the recipient of the 2017 National Blue Ribbon School Award for exemplary high performance. We are excited to share this honor with you. The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program
honors public and private elementary, middle and high schools where students achieve very high learning standards or are making notable improvements in closing the achievement gap.
This coveted award affirms the hard work of educators, families and communities in creating safe and welcoming
schools where students master challenging and engaging content.
Now in its 35th year, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has bestowed recognition on more than 8,500
schools. On Nov. 6-7, the Secretary and the Department of Education celebrated with these honorees at an
awards ceremony in Washington, D.C.
All schools are honored in one of two performance categories, based on all student scores, subgroup student
scores and graduation rates:
Exemplary High Performing Schools are among their state's highest performing schools as measured by state
assessments or nationally normed tests.

Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing Schools are among their state's highest performing schools in closing
achievement gaps between a school's subgroups and all students over the past five years.
Please mark your calendars because we have set aside, Thursday, January 11th as a Blue Ribbon celebration
day. We are in the midst of planning some fun activities to do school-wide. Be checking our website and watching your child’s Monday folders and we will try to update as our plans become formalized.
Thank you,

Carla Wulf

One of our teachers, Caleb McCaffree, won the KAKE channel 10 ,
Golden Apple award. It will be aired on Monday, December 4, at
5:00pm.

We will be having our annual
food drive which will run from Friday, December 1 until Tuesday, December 19. We will collect non-perishable food to help stock the food pantry.

Literacy First:
Did you know that student’s must learn approximately 3,000 new words per year in order to
acquire the vocabulary knowledge needed in high school?
Three hundred to five hundred of those must be taught explicitly. The rest come from
kids hearing words in everyday life.
One of the best ways to ensure your child is learning new words is to have conversations
with them every chance you get. Talk to them while you are making dinner, driving
them to swimming lessons, waiting for the dentist or doctor to come in. Make every
opportunity count – they are only young once!
Feel free to use “big” words with your child. Just be sure to explain it after you use it. The
more they hear a word, the better chance they’ll remember it.
Sometimes it is difficult for children to learn new words. To help make words stick, try
having your child draw the word they are learning or create a game out of it. They
can draw with a pencil, crayon, chalk, bubbles in the bath, sand, their finger on sandpaper, or have them cut a picture that makes them think of the word from a magazine, etc.
If you have any questions about Literacy First, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher,
myself or check out the official website: www.literacyfirst.com
Shenae Stein
sstein@usd261.com
Learning Facilitator

